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On Nov. 20, German Bernal, manager of the Tecminas company, told reporters that exports of
emeralds from the Muzo mines will generate US$150 million in foreign exchange this year. Exports
are up 30% in 1991 compared to last year. Income from emerald exports in 1990 totaled US$115
million. Bernal said Japan is the principal buyer of Colombian emeralds, and Colombia accounts for
60% of global supply of the precious stones. According to Bernal, emeralds are found in an 87,000
ha. region of Boyaca department and northwestern Cundinamarca department. At present, he
said, mining activities are underway in a 300 ha. area. (Basic data from Spanish news service EFE,
11/20/91)
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